
PLEASE NOTE CHANGE IN HOLIDAY in the calendar from March 17 to March 19! 

 
  
 

Jennie Bowen 
jbowen@effingham.k12.ga.us 

Newsletter for  January/February 2021 
A Note from the teacher… 

WELCOME to 2021, I hope your year has started out well. 
Students have been working hard on their ACCESS test since 
January 19. We should have everyone tested by February 9. They 
are testing in  four domains: Listening, Reading, Speaking, and 
Writing. Results from these  will not arrive until the end of May. 
 
Language Expansion Club for students meets VIRTUALLY 
every Wednesday in the google classroom from 4:00-5:00. Please 
encourage your child to attend!  
 
English Discovery Class for Parents:  Don’t forget to join the 
next threeVIRTUAL meetings: Feb 9, Mar 9, Apr 13. Flyers are 
sent home with your child as reminders and with the code. 
Parents earn a book for each session they attend! 

SPOTLIGHT ON WEBSITES 

Uniform issues  

As cold weather lingers, students are 

wearing extra layers (jackets, sweaters, 

etc.) to stay warm. Please make sure they 

meet uniform policy (colors, no patterns, 

etc.) 

 

Upcoming Important Dates:   
February 5 Issue Third Nine Weeks Progress Reports  
February 11 STUDENT HOLIDAY  /  PARENT TEACHER  
                       CONFERENCES 1:00-7:00pm  
February 12 - 16 WINTER HOLIDAY – NO SCHOOL  
March 15 Last Day of the Third Nine Weeks  
March 19 *ST. PATRICK’S DAY – NO SCHOOL *Date changed! 
March 23 Issue Third Nine Weeks Report Cards  
April 2 – April 9 SPRING HOLIDAYS – NO SCHOOL  
Mid-April GMAS testing starts. Dates vary by grade and test. 
April 26 Issue Fourth Nine Weeks Progress Reports  
May 26 Last Day of School; Last Day of Fourth Nine Weeks; Last 
Day of the Second Semester 
May 28 SEHS Graduation – 7 p.m. at The Corral  
May 29 ECHS Graduation – 7 p.m. at Rebel Field June 2 Fourth 
Nine Weeks Report Cards released on Parent Portal @ 5 p.m. 



 

 

Why Reading to Your Kids in Your Home Language Will Help Them Become Better 

Readers 

By 

Lydia Breiseth 

This article provides suggestions of ways that you can help your child develop his or her 

literacy skills in your family's native language and explains the research behind the 

recommendations. 

●  

Note: In this article, Spanish is considered the native language, and English is considered the second 

language. 

As a parent, you may be wondering whether you should be reading to your children in Spanish or 

English. You may be afraid that reading to them in Spanish will confuse them as they try to learn 

English, and that it will make it harder for them to read in English. You may also be concerned that 

you shouldn't read to them in English if you don't feel comfortable with your own English skills. 

While it is important to encourage and support your child's efforts to learn English, research shows 

that children who are read to in their native language (such as Spanish) will have an easier time 

learning to read in their second language (such as English). The benefits are even greater for 

children who learn to read first in their native language. This means that by developing your child's 

literacy skills in Spanish, you will be making it easier for them to learn to speak, read, and write 

English in the future. This article provides information about the research done on this topic, and 

suggestions of ways that you can help your child develop his or her literacy skills in your family's 

native language. 

 

https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/why-reading-your-kids-your-home-language-will-help-them-become-better-r

eaders 
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